
HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT

PO BOX 158,   (24602 OLD OWEN RD)
MONROE, WA 98272-0158

PHONE (360) 794-6900 

E-MAIL staff@highlandwaterdistrict.com
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING AND FRIAR CREEK RATE HEARING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT ON WEDNESDAY MARCH 8, 2017
Call to order:
Commissioner Sheppard announced that a quorum of the board was present and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioners present:
Donovan Sheppard, Ted Stonebridge, Richard Johnson
Staff and Contractors:
Ray Phelps; Susan Forbes, Dave Hutley (PACE)
Prior Minutes:
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes for the February 9, 2017 meeting. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Visitors:
John Sheppard
Q&A Visitors:
Mr. Sheppard had a leak and attended to talk to the Commissioners regarding some relief on his bill. 
Engineer:

   A. Letter:
The engineer had written a letter to the Dept. of Health regarding Friar Creek growth and storage issues. There was a short discussion. The District will wait to hear back from the Dept. of Health.
Attorney:
Nothing for this meeting
Field Supervisor:

A. Usage:
Unaccounted for usage for HWD for January was 13% and for Friar Creek it was 6%. There was some discussion regarding the winter use average.
B. Locks/Door:
Since the Field Assistant quit the District had the locks rekeyed and some new deadbolts and knobs put in to replace items that were old and not working properly. In the process it was discovered that one of the door jambs needs to be replaced. This will be taken care of. There was also a short discussion on building security and alarms.
C. Leak Relief:
Three customers had requested relief on their bills. One attended the meeting and two sent in written requests. After reviewing the information on the accounts Commissioner Sheppard motioned to credit $86.60 in overage charges to account 016244006. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson motioned to credit $190.60 in overage charges to account 007189001. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson motioned to credit $31.50 in overage charges to account 001715005. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. These were all amounts based on two month overage fees. Two months is what the Commissioners allow. The leak policy will be reviewed for future discussions.
D. Property ?’s:
There have been a few inquiries regarding providing service to properties that are in the District but not near the existing main lines. There was some discussion.

Commissioners:


   A. Financials:
The financials for February 2017 were given to the Commissioners to review. There was a short discussion.
   B. Hiring Info:
Since the Field Assistant quit the District will be publishing for the opening. An ad will be published in the Herald and the Monitor. It will be placed on the web site and numerous other locations. The Position will be open for applicants through March 31st. Interviews will be set up after the Commissioners review the applicants at the next regular meeting.
C. Truck:
There was a short discussion regarding information on a new truck.
Rate Hearing:
Commissioner Sheppard adjourned the meeting to a Rate Hearing for Friar Creek at 7:08pm. The hearing was published in the Herald and Monitor. It was placed in the message area of the billing statements and placed on the web site. A letter was also mailed to each Friar Creek resident. No members of the public attended the hearing. There was some discussion on the proposed amount of $5.00 and what would be done with the increase. Part would go to Maintenance and Operations and part would be placed in a fund for emergency repairs and future improvements. The Hearing adjourned back to the regular meeting at 7:23pm. A second hearing will be held at the April Commissioners meeting.
Executive Session:
Commissioner Sheppard called for the meeting to be adjourned into an executive session at 7:50pm to discuss personnel issues. The executive session adjourned back to the regular meeting at 8:10pm.

Vouchers:
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve vouchers 5459 through 5473 in the amount of $37,440.09. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Sheppard made a motion to approve payroll for March in the amount of $11,817.77. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Next meeting:
The next regular meeting and rate hearing will be held on Thursday April 13, 2017 at 6 p.m. at the District office at 24602 Old Owen Rd, Monroe, WA 98272.

Concluded:
The meeting was concluded at 8:15pm March 8, 2016.
Signatures on next page
Approved:
April 13, 2017


   Attended__ Absent__


Ted Stonebridge, Vice President


   Attended__ Absent__


Richard Johnson, Secretary


   Attended__ Absent__


Donovan Sheppard, President
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