HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT

PO BOX 158,   (24602 OLD OWEN RD)
MONROE, WA 98272-0158

PHONE (360) 794-6900 

E-MAIL staff@highlandwaterdistrict.com
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT ON THURSDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2017
Call to order:
Commissioner Sheppard announced that a quorum of the board was present and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioners present:
Donovan Sheppard, Ted Stonebridge, Richard Johnson
Staff and Contractors:
Ray Phelps; Susan Forbes, Dave Hutley (PACE)
Prior Minutes:
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes for the January 12, 2017 meeting. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Visitors:
Liz Brown, Teamsters Local 763
Q&A Visitors:
Liz Brown is the new union agent for Highland Water District. She came to the meeting to introduce herself since the contract will be renegotiated this year.
Engineer:

   A. Hydraulic Study:
The engineer had looked over the Friar Creek information regarding allowing new hook ups and State limitations on hook ups. He suggested not doing anything at this time. The mainlines supported some growth before they were replaced and should be able to support growth now.
Attorney:


A. Easement:
The requested changes to the easement for the Ridge at Park Creek were made and submitted to the Attorney for review. No comments were made. The easement will be filed.
Field Supervisor:

A. Usage:
Unaccounted for usage for HWD for January was 13% and for Friar Creek it was 4%. There were two broken bottom plates.
B. Sign:
No return calls have been made to the District. The Commissioners directed the Field Supervisor to proceed with Databar.
C. Payroll Audit:
During each contract period the District gets an audit of payroll from North West Administrators. The audit was done and everything was good.
Commissioners:


   A. Financials:
The financials for January 2017 were given to the Commissioners to review. There was a short discussion.
   B. Ridge at Park Creek:
The District was contacted by the representative of the Ridge at Park Creek and asked about carrying a cash bond and about filing the easement. The amount of the cash bond would be $19,738.88. The District is holding $42,000.00 until the project is completed and would transfer the bond amount from that to another account. The easement was corrected and was presented to the Commissioners for approval. Commissioner Sheppard made a motion to accept the easement for the Ridge at Park Creek. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion. It carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the cash maintenance bond for the Ridge at Park Creek. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. The bond becomes effective upon acceptance of the project by the District. That date will be the start of the two year bond period.
C. Friar Creek:
There was some discussion regarding the Maintenance and Operations rate for Friar Creek. This rate has not changed since the District took over operations of the new system. There have definitely been increase in the cost of doing business/cost of living over that time. There was also a discussion regarding the need to start setting money aside for emergency repairs and future needs. The Commissioners would like a letter done to send to the residents of Friar Creek regarding possible rate increases. The Office Manager will prepare the letter and coordinate with Commissioner Johnson on the wording. A rate hearing will be published for the April meeting.
D. March Meeting:
Commissioner Stonebridge will not be able to attend the March 9th meeting because of training he is doing for work. Since there will be discussion regarding Friar Creek Rates it was a consensus of the Commissioners to move the meeting to Wednesday, March 8th. The change of meeting notice will be published.
E. Rate Hearing:
The April 13th meeting will include a Rate Hearing for Friar Creek. The hearing will be published and also posted on the web site and on the message area of the billing statement. Also, Friar Creek users will be getting a letter from the District.

F. Plaque:
The Office Manager was presented a plaque and gift card for 20 years of service.
Executive Session:
Commissioner Sheppard called for the meeting to be adjourned into an executive session at 7:10pm to discuss personnel issues. The executive session adjourned back to the regular meeting at 7:30pm.

Vouchers:
Commissioner Sheppard made a motion to approve vouchers 5444 through 5458 in the amount of $6,818.51. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve payroll for February in the amount of $15,883.35. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Next meeting:
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday March 8, 2017 at 6 p.m. at the District office at 24602 Old Owen Rd, Monroe, WA 98272.

Concluded:
The meeting was concluded at 7:35pm February 9, 2016.
Signatures on next page
Approved:
March 8, 2017


   Attended__ Absent__


Ted Stonebridge, Vice President


   Attended__ Absent__


Richard Johnson, Secretary
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Donovan Sheppard, President
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