.HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT

PO BOX 158, (24602 OLD OWEN RD)
MONROE, WA 98272-0158

PHONE (360) 794-6900 

E-MAIL staff@highlandwaterdistrict.com
MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT ON THURSDAY January 11, 2024
Call to order:
Commissioner Jorden announced that a quorum of the board was present and called the meeting to order at 6:14 p.m.
Commissioners present:
Ted Stonebridge, Dick Johnson, Dana Jorden 
Staff and Contractors:
Ray Phelps, Shanika Holen
Visitors:
 
Prior Minutes:
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes for the December 14, 2023, meeting. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes with one amendment. Commissioner Stonebridge second the motion and it carried unanimously.
Attorney:
Nothing to report. 
Engineer:
Nothing to report
Staff:




   A. Usage:
The unaccounted use for December was 13% for Highland and -5% for Friar Creek. There were some leaks and a fire in the District. There was a short discussion. 
  B. Hydrant Damage: 
There was a hydrant in the District hit causing damage. The Maintenance Tech Field Supervisor has submitted a request for information so the driver responsible for the damage can be billed. There was a second hydrant in the District hit earlier today. The Hydrant has to be replaced. The Maintenance Tech Field Supervisor is waiting on driver information for this hydrant as well. There was a short discussion. 
  C. Incident Report:
An incident report was given to the Commissioners regarding service line that was damaged. A locate was marked but the drawings on the Districts maps did not show that there is a two inch line. The Districts crew along with LDP repaired the service line. There was some discussion. 
   D. Audit:
Commissioners were updated on the current audit in progress. Commissioner Stonebridge and the Administrative Assistant will attend the audit exit. There was a short discussion. 
Commissioners:

   A. Financials:
The financials for December will be available and sent to the Commissioners for review next week. 
Budget Hearing:
Commissioner Jorden adjourned the regular meeting into the Budget Hearing at 6:40pm. There were no members of the public present. The Commissioners did a second review of the budget. There was some discussion. The Budget Hearing was adjourned back to the regular meeting at 6:55pm.
Motion:
Commissioner Johnson motioned to accept the 2024 Budget. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

 B. Commercial Rates:
The Commissioners reviewed the proposal from PASADO’s on Commercial rates as well as the information collected form District staff. There are only a few customers that would fall under the category of a commercial account and the costs associated with these accounts are already being covered with the current rates. With the Districts acceptance of the PASADO’s pump house the Commissioners want to make sure that they are charging PASADO’s fairly for the amount of water they are using as well as covering the Districts costs associated with taking possession of the new pump houses. It was a consensus of the Board that there was not a need to make a commercial rate. However with PASADO’s having a pump house that the District is now responsible for there was a need to establish a PASADO;s. Meter rate fee that would be there base rate. There was some discussion. 
Motion: 
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve PASADO’s meter rate charge as follows: a $840 water fee that includes 15000 cubic feet of water, $110 for power and $100 of maintenance fee for a total of $1050. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
   C. Adjustments:
Commissioner Stonebridge motioned to approve the adjustment for account 018111003 in the amount of $781.85 for being overcharged in the months of October and November due to incorrect meter reads. Commissioner Johnson second the motion and it carried unanimously.

 Resolutions:
The following resolution was given to the Commissioners to approve:


Number



Title

23-0442
Ratifying and approving the annual election of Officers for 2024.
24-0443
Ratification and approval of the Union Employee contract for January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2026.
24-0444
Approve and ratify the Budget for 2024
Commissioner Jorden motioned to approve resolution 23-0442 with one amendment. Commissioner Johnson seconded th motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Jorden motioned to approve resolution 24-0443 as written. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson motioned to approve resolution 24-0444 as written. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Vouchers/Payroll:
Commissioner Jorden made a motion to approve vouchers 7010 through 7024 in the amount of $44689.64 Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Stonebridge made a motion to approve payroll for January in the amount of $19,192.25 Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Next meeting:
The next meeting will be held on February 8, 2024, at 6 p.m. at the District office at 24602 Old Owen Rd, Monroe, WA 98272.

Concluded:
The meeting was concluded at 8:09pm January 11, 2024. 
Approved:
February 8, 2024 
Commissioners’ signatures appear on the following page. 



   Attended__ Absent__


Ted Stonebridge, Secretary


   Attended__ Absent__


Dana Jorden, President


   Attended__ Absent__


Richard Johnson, Vice-President
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