HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT

PO BOX 158,   (24602 OLD OWEN RD)
MONROE, WA 98272-0158

PHONE (360) 794-6900 

E-MAIL staff@highlandwaterdistrict.com
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR MEETING AND FRIAR CREEK RATE HEARING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF HIGHLAND WATER DISTRICT ON THURSDAY 
APRIL 13, 2017
Call to order:
Commissioner Sheppard announced that a quorum of the board was present and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioners present:
Donovan Sheppard, Ted Stonebridge, Richard Johnson
Staff and Contractors:
Ray Phelps; Susan Forbes
Prior Minutes:
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes for the March 8, 2017 meeting. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Visitors:
Robert Schwindt
Q&A Visitors:
Mr. Schwindt has property in the District that he was interested in having water provided to. He explained what he would like to do to the Commissioners and there was some discussion. He will need to do a Developer Extension Agreement.
Engineer:

   A. Letter:
The Department of Health responded to the letter the Engineer sent. There was some discussion. We will wait to get a quote from the Engineer for a Capacity Analysis Project Report.
Attorney:
Nothing for this meeting
Field Supervisor:

A. Usage:
Unaccounted for usage for HWD for March was 8% and for Friar Creek it was 9%. 
B. Fr Crk Letter:
A customer from Friar Creek had questioned the amount she was paying. A response letter was prepared and approved to be sent.
C. Applications:
The District received a number of applications from the ads that were published. All of the Commissioners had gone through them as well as staff. The top 7 will be contacted to do interviews. There was a discussion as to how the Commissioners wanted the interviews to be conducted. Staff will hold initial interviews next week and the Commissioners will conduct interviews for the top 3 or 4 on the 26th of April.
D. Incident Reports:
There were two instances where the meters were tampered with after being locked off for non-payment. There was a short discussion.
E. Radios:
During the thunderstorm earlier this week we lost use of the radio base at the office. It would appear that the antenna may have been struck by lightning and then it effected the base unit. There was some discussion and the Lead Field Tech will get quotes for replacing the equipment.

F. Adjustment:
One of the meter reads for March was interred incorrectly so the account was overcharges. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to adjust the account by $156.00. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

G. Pager Back Up:
The Lead Field Tech will be out of the area for a weekend in May. Because of the short staff he wanted to make sure that one of the Commissioners would be available in case of an emergency. There was a short discussion.
Rate Hearing:
Commissioner Sheppard adjourned the meeting to a Rate Hearing for Friar Creek at 6:58pm. The hearing was published in the Herald and Monitor. It was placed in the message area of the billing statements and placed on the web site. A letter was also mailed to each Friar Creek resident. No members of the public attended the hearing. There was some discussion on the proposed amount of $5.00 and what would be done with the increase. Part would go to Maintenance and Operations and part would be placed in a fund for emergency repairs and future improvements. The Hearing adjourned back to the regular meeting at 7:20pm.

Motion:
Commissioner Johnson made a motion to increase the Maintenance and Operation rate for the Friar Creek users by $5.00. $2.50 to go towards O&M and $2.50 to be set aside in a fund for emergencies and future projects. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Commissioners:


   A. Financials:
The financials for March 2017 were given to the Commissioners to review. There was a short discussion.
   B. Financial Statement:
The Accountant prepared the 2016 Financial Statement for the District and a copy was given to the Commissioners for review and approval. The Commissioners went through the statements and there was some discussion. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to accept the 2016 Financial Statements. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
C. MRSC:
It is time to renew the MRSC membership for Small Works Rosters. The Commissioners were given the MRSC agreement to review. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to sign the agreement. Comissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. The Secretary of the Board signed the agreement.
D. Resolutions:
The Commissioners were given the following Resolutions to approve:


Number



Title
2017-0374
Approval of The Ridge at Park Creek Developer Extension Agreement

2017-0375
Final Acceptance of The Ridge at Park Creek Developer Extension Agreement

Commissioner Stonebridge made a motion to approve Resolution 2017-0374. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Commissioner Stonebridge made a motion to approve Resolution 2017-0375. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

E. Bond Letter:
A letter for the cash bond for The Ridge at Park Creek was prepared for the Developer that stated the amount and start and end date for the Bond. Commissioner Sheppard motioned to approve the Bond Letter. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. The Secretary of the Board signed the letter.

   F. Union Contract:
Negotiations were held by Commissioner Johnson, the Union Rep, and staff on Tuesday the 11th. The proposed contract was given to the Commissioners to review. There was some discussion and the Commissioners will review the contract for the next meeting.
   G. Next Meeting:
Commissioner Sheppard asked that the Commissioner entertain moving the next meeting to Wednesday, May 10th so that he could be in attendance. It was a consensus of the Board to move the meeting to Wednesday. The change will be published.

Vouchers:
Commissioner Sheppard made a motion to approve vouchers 5476 through 5492 in the amount of $17,267.55. Commissioner Stonebridge seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Commissioner Johnson made a motion to approve payroll for April in the amount of $11,813.71. Commissioner Sheppard seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Next meeting:
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at 6 p.m. at the District office at 24602 Old Owen Rd, Monroe, WA 98272.

Concluded:
The meeting was concluded at 8:03pm April 13, 2016.
Approved:
May 10, 2017


   Attended__ Absent__


Ted Stonebridge, Vice President


   Attended__ Absent__


Richard Johnson, Secretary


   Attended__ Absent__


Donovan Sheppard, President
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